Kristin’s Class Newsletter

Clara Barton Open School February 26, 2007 kristinlorna@comcast.net 763-533-1092

*********************************************************************


Dear Families, 

The snow finally came!  Hope you were able to enjoy it.  I am watching my two big boys and one little girl get covered head to toe in fluffy white stuff right now.  At school there will certainly be recess and it will certainly be snowy.  Don’t forget to pack the proper gear for outside play.

Last Week


What a beautiful week we had!  Our focus continent is Europe, and of course, it’s too big to teach in a couple weeks.  We painted on our backs like Michelangelo in the Sistine Chapel.  We sculpted too- our chisels were plastic knives and our marble was ivory soap.  Don’t be surprised if you find all of your soap carved up.  Once an artist gets started, it’s hard to stop.

We have been doing some writing along with our art projects and I have noticed a real improvement.  With intense, active experiences to start with, our students have been doing a wonderful job with book reports, journaling and 
This Week


We are going to explore the work of some more European artists, especially Vincent Van Gogh.   We love his use of color and the way he shows movement with bold, strong strokes- kind of like  first or second graders.  We’ll be painting again this week, so please send your kids in old clothes, or maybe send a paint shirt along.  

Short Week


Don’t forget, it’s another short week- the teachers and parent members of the leadership council will be at a retreat Thursday evening and Friday- setting the direction for Barton in the next year.  
Book Club Lunches


I hope you all got your bookmarks last week, and have chosen your books to read aloud at home.  The book clubs will meet on Wednesdays for lunch, discussion and activities.  Have the first chapters ready by Wednesday!
We’ll provide readers at school on Monday or Tuesday for students who need their reading at school.  Thanks for all of your support and thoughtful feedback.

Dance with Robin


We have our next 
