Kristin’s Class Newsletter

March 13, 2006  Clara Barton Open School kristinlorna@comcast.net 763-533-1092
************************************************************************

Dear Families,

The kids seemed enthusiastic about the home projects!  Everyone had a great idea for a special place to explore with their families,

This week I’ll be sending home instructions for making a brochure and some materials that should be helpful.  Please let me know if you need materials beyond what I sent home.  I have a limited supply of gluesticks, colored pencils, etc that students can check out to do this work at home.

Planning for Camp

We have finally set the date for our camp- planning meeting.   We will meet in room 104 (Dawn’s) at 3:30 on Monday March 27.   Last year went very well, but Dawn, Christina and I made a big list of adjustments to make.  A major one was to ask parents well ahead of time about activities they’d like to lead and ideas they have for camping fun and learning.  We will also discuss dividing up the do-ahead work, like menu planning, supply gathering, craft prep and shopping.  If you are an experienced class camper, or are interested in getting your ideas in at the onset of the trip, come to the planning meeting!  If you can’t come, arrange to send your ideas with someone else.

I’m Almost Embarrassed to Mention This But Here I Go Anyway:
Have you been coming in a little late?  Or a lot late?  I noticed in the last couple weeks that we have had, on some days, 6-7 “tardies” on the attendance roles.   In one day.  Yikes.  This is just a reminder that class really does start at 7:30, and that it can be hard for kids to come into a group that is already working, and that it is hard for kids to have a “soft landing” when they are feeling rushed.  Phew.  I said it.  Now let me say that I’m embarrassed to mention it because, well, she who lives in a glass house shouldn’t throw stones.  I’m sure everyone will do their best to be on time, and I bet the extra sleep everyone gets during Spring Break will help a lot.
And One More Thing:

Hey, we have a craze for making Ramen Noodles lately.  When you do the math, if ten kids take 3 minute each to cook their noodles, that’s thirty minutes.  Let’s make a new rule.  If it takes more that a minute to heat up, heat it at home and send it in a  thermos.  Thanks!  Kristin
